My first TV commercial

When you’re a very junior copywriter just starting out, all you can expect
in the way of briefs to work on are cast-offs, jobs the more senior writers
and art directors aren’t much interested in. This was one.

Kimberly-Clark had come up with their version of a plastic trash bag and
wanted a TV spot to air in three of the more commonly used test markets
(from memory Fresno, California; Wichita, Kansas and one other). About
the only product difference was a slightly thicker gauge of plastic, which
they believed translated into extra strength. My group head gave me the
brief but couldn’t spare an art director to work with me. That was a bit of
a problem because I quickly decided the visual almost certainly would be
more important than the words in terms of getting attention. So I sat in
my lonely little office and tried to figure out a way to show extra strength
that would be both arresting and memorable.

When I finally came up with an idea I felt had merit, I showed it to the
boss, who finessed my copy and gave me his own art director to help me
get it produced.

“Refuse Abuse” not only afforded me the chance to learn the ropes with
some seasoned professionals, it also won a bunch of awards, including
the American Institute of Graphic Arts 50 Best. When my second TV
commercial - a 90-second Xerox corporate spot — also won multiple
awards, I figured this kind of success must be par for the course. I gained
a little more perspective some time later when working with an older art
director who told me he’d been in the business for 15 years and was still
waiting to produce his first commercial.

On the following pages you’ll find copies of the storyboards, production
quote, call sheets, an as-produced script and some location snaps.

I'm sad to report that Kim Bags didn’t survive test.
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Kim Bags are made

from extruded, heavy duty

plastic--~
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to help keep them from

tearing, splitting and

leaking---

even where other bags

give out.

Kim Bags in 3 sizes. Bring
your trash up to professional

standards.
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F'romw: G

To: W. Deval CLIENT
G. Rohrer
P. Grounds PRODUCT

J. Murray
B. Bicderman

J. Williams
D. McCardle
A. Rold
K. Myer

1 PRODUCTION:

Weiss Radio/TV Business Dept.
Needham, Harper & Steers, Inc. » 909 Third Avenue, New York 10022
Date: 4/12/71

KIMBERIL,

V-CLARK

Kim Garbage Bags

Film Approx. 5,000 fecet:

"Refuse Ahuse'

KKWAO0130

House: Richard & Myers (Shoot to Dai
60 :

Talent

5 on/11 extras/VO

lies)/PDR-Editorial Completion
:30/:60

Estff 3-71
W.0.# NB-1084

e See T 15 D00
B B Cailete 2,000. 00 2,000.00| Total
Production 14,130.00 2,000.00
Track 400.00
Music Stock 500.00
Art/ Color Corr. 700.00
Stats 250,00
Musicians (Session Fees)
..Pension & Welfare
_Jalent (Session Fees) 2. 652,00 102,00
FPension & Welfare 173.00 7.00
—Qther
__Contingency 2,821.00 316.00
_Agency Comm, 3,817.00 428.00
: 200,00 90.00
:Téil)b Tax 318.00 13.00
Agency 'Irny_gl
Xialenl fraod Weather (3,502.00)
?_(_"i‘:l“_"i—'f_(‘o'“f’ (Shnol) (2,940.00)
_GROSS TOTAL o 25,961.00 2,956.00 (= 28,917.00 o
Cli=2nt Authorization_ Date ’
Producer".
Contact Authorization Date

#Note: Weather Contingencies are gross per day and not included in final gross total,




Alton/Melsky Prod.Inc.
177 E70thSt,/249-0305

S/Loo,&'ﬂg Scheaule : Kim BagA ”Reéfme Abuse”
Shoot Date: Eudag, 74/3/1,(',[ 27, 19717
C(A“ 2 q A M | ’]/I E_ 7_0 (e S‘huﬂ"

A{gerzcx Producen: Peten g/wamu

Ant Directon: ﬂo/m /”fwvza%

CO/?g Writen: ga/zg g/zag”

(Lient: Kimée/z,ldu,—aa/zﬁ G)/zp.
M D Grade

Location: Stewant 744'/1/90/11 - //an(ga/z Y
Newbungh, N.4Y.

Phone No.: MHA (914) 562-6500

Talent p/uﬂupa/A Michael Vale
Reid (ruickshanks
Tom /nva/zorze%
goe ponaa'e_c/\bé
Brandon /H‘a%m
Lowis Zorich

Extras: Bernie Frniedman
Al Luszt
Woodg Parkenr
/\)aag" Bal awin
7ZLO nad R(z/;arz



Alton/Melsky Prod.Inc.
177 E70thSt./249-0305

Crew:

Wcuzd/wée:

go/mnél/ S?’ICL/J /1

Don (ereld
Tondu_ Pasxcton

Al /(Ldu,g/(Jw
Gy, el

Dinector - Bill Alton

Assistant Directon - Russell Kone

Came/ca:nan - Francis Grumman

Assistant (ameraman - Loet Farkas

Scyullpi - Donoi/z{(//_ Rodman

gaé'“é'eﬁ - Rea’ Bu/z/ee

g/z,ip - Ron Buck

ﬂw/w - S& Laxen

ool lee \3)(-\3}»
White coveralls with Musk Hill Sanitation
De/oi. " on back and names on 0'/10}11 /Joc/eei
White socks
Black work shoes




Alton/Melsky Prod.Inc.
177 E70thSt. 249-0305 Phone #MHA

(97y) 562-6580
Dinections 2o Location
Ea/.u‘_ Side Dnive to Willis Avenue B/z/éa'gd)io Bronx

Firnazt leb‘i agien éfz/c'déze onto /”c%'oxl 0eagan Exp/zeAAwaé/,

(ontinue on Deagzan untid it becones New York Mwag(govwmo/z
Thomas . 0&0@(1/4 777/uuua(z//,) ap/n/Lox;énaie,[% 60mides to /Vewéuﬂg/z Excit.

Follow /.H:g)’w 2o Stewarnt Iqxﬁpoxz,t (S;éewcm/t /44'/16 aorce Bcwe)
611@ grounds /f/l/l()ug./l main enitrance (Buejuiéz Road}, continue

on main road to "Y" Street, tun /z,ég,/uﬁ on "Y" ana leé;f_ onto
"Finst Street” which 6&&1% you Ao //ang,wz D (Bu,{la’/ing, 725).
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Art director John Murray, me and agency producer Peter Grounds with some cast members






